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Contributions  to  Hunterdon  County  History. 


By  H ln r y Race,  M D. 


PlTTSTOWN  IN  1764. 

The  following  memorandum,  in  the  handwriting  of  John 
Emley,  is  lying  before  us: 

“On  the  23  of  November  1734  William  McAdam  from  New  York  attorney 
to  Sir  Robert  Barker  in  London  came  to  the  house  of  Isaac  Fitzrandolph  in 
Pitts  Town  and  sent  for  me.  I then  lived  about  three  miles  Westward  from 
Pitts  Town.  I waited  on  him.  He  gave  me  a letter  from  a Gentleman  in 
New  York,  one  of  my  acquaintance,  desiring  me  to  assist  Me  Adam  in  leasing 
the  land  belonging  to  Sir  Robert  Barker  in  Hunterdon. and  Sussex,’’  &c. 

John  Emley,  at  that  time,  lived  at  his  father’s  (John 
Emley  Sen.)  homestead,  known,  later,  as  the  Edward  Mason 
place,  and  now  occupied  by  Isaiah  Mathis.  The  next  year, 
1765,  he  removed  to  White  Hall,  near  Pittstown,  where 
George  W.  Bonnell  lives.  Sir  Robert  Barker’s  tract  was 
situated  on  both  sides  of  the  Musconetcong  creek;  bounded 
on  the  west  by  the  Delaware  river;  and  comprised,  orig- 
inally, 7,308  acres  in  Hunterdon,  and  1,701  in  Sussex. 

The  village  of  Pittstown,  in  1 764,  was  partly  in  Bethlehem 
township  and  partly  in  Kingwood.  Fitzrandolph’s  was  not 
a public  house.  The  licensed  taverns  in  Bethlehem,  at 
that  time,  were  kept  by  James  Bailey,  Abraham  Bonnell, 
John  Delap,  Stephen  Dunham,  John  Farnsworth,  Jacob 
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Moore,  Patrick  Nixon,  Daniel  Pridmore,  Daniel  Reynolds 
and  Daniel  Shannon  ; those  in  Kingwood  by  Daniel  Cahill, 
William  Coulbaugh,  Mansfield  Hunt,  and  John  Oliphant. 
It  may  be  remarked,  incidentally,  that  many  of  these 
taverns  were  mere  tippling  houses.  The  eastern  half  of 
Kingwood  was  settled,  principally,  by  Quakers  from  Burl- 
ington, which  accounts  for  the  comparative  fewness  of  such 
houses  in  that  township. 

Later,  we  find  the  name  of  Isaa  c Fitzrandolph  among 
petitioners  of  Alexandria  township  for  the  appointment  of 
a Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  shows  that  his  residence  was 
in  the  part  of  the  village  which  became  a portion  of  that 
township. 

The  better  known,  prominent  citizens  of  Pittstown  were 
Rev.  John  Hanna,  Pastor  of  the  Bethlehem  and  Kingwood 
Presbyterian  Churches,  a practicing  physician  and  a farmer  : 
Charles  Hoff,  a store  keeper,  miller  and  iron-forgeman ; a 
Trustee  of  Kingwood  Presbyterian  Church  in  1754;  a Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  1756,  and  a large  land  proprietor. 
And  Dr.  John  Rockhiil,  a practicing  physician,  a Deputy 
Surveyor  under  the  Colonial  authorities;  in  1767  a Justice 
of  the  Peace;  also  a farmer.  These  men  belonged  to  the 
class  designated  by  Rev.  Andrew  Burnaby,  D.  D.,  an  Eng- 
lish clergyman  who  traveled  through  part  of  the  country 
in  1759-60:  “The  New  Jersey  men,  as  to  character,  are 
like  most  country  gentlemen ; good  hearted,  hospitable 
and  of  a more  liberal  turn  than  their  neighbors,  the  Penn- 
sylvanians. They  live  altogether  upon  their  estates,  and 
are,  literally,  gentlemen  farmers.”  ( Travels  through  the 
Middle  Settlements  of  North  America.) 

The  current  tradition  that  Pittstown  was  first  so  named 
by  Hon.  Moore  Furman,  on  the  completion  of  his  hotel 
building  at  that  place,  in  honor  of  Sir  William  Pitt  for  his 
unfaltering  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  Stamp  Act, 
like  many  other  unwritten  reminiscences,  will  have  to  be 
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relegated  to  the  department  of  “false  facts.”  Moore  Fur- 
man was  a trustee  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Trenton, 
1760-64.  Soon  after  the  latter  date  he  removed  to  Pitts- 
town.  He  lived  in  what  became,  later,  “The  Old  Red 
House,”  which  stood,  till  1850,  near  where  Mr.  Porter  C. 
Little’s  house  stands.  He  purchased  real  estate  in  and 
around  the  place;  erected  the  stone  grist-mill;  kept  a 
store  near  where  Mr.  Probasco’s  house  stands;  and  had  a 
grain  distillery,  and  a hand  wrought  nail  factory  in  the 
basement  of  the  old  house  near  the  mill,  where  Mr.  Amos 
Quick  lives.  He  was  a Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  1777-85;  a Justice  of  the  Peace,  1781  and  1786. 
He  was  a Deputy  Quartermaster  General  in  the  Revolution, 
which  position  he  resigned  Sept.  20,  1780.  His  storage  of 
Commissary  Supplies  was  kept  in  a house  where  Mr.  Wil- 
liam R.  Smith’s  residence  stands.  In  Vol.  VIII,  of  Original 
Manuscript  Letters  relating  to  the  Revolution,  in  the  Lib- 
rary of  the  American  Philosopnical  Society  in  Philadelphia, 
are  five  or  six  of  Moore  Furman’s,  dated  from  Pittstown, 
1779;  and  in  Vol.  IX  is  one,  dated  Pittstown,  Nov.  8,  1779. 
These  letters  relate,  principally,  to  commissary  business. 

Soon  after  resigning  the  office  of  Deputy  Quartermaster, 
he  removed  to  Philadelphia,  leaving  his  business  at  Pitts- 
town to  be  carried  on  by  his  Superintendent,  Benjamin 
Guild.  After  remaining  in  that  city  a short  time  he  re 
turned  to  Trenton.  In  1783  he  was  again  chosen  a trustee 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  which  office  he  continued  to 
hold  until  his  death.  He  was  the  first  Mayor  of  Trenton, 
by  appointment  of  the  Legislature,  on  its  incorporation  in 
1792;  and  was  a Presidential  Elector  in  1805.  His  hotel 
in  Pittstown  was  not  built  till  1801  — 37  years  after  the  date 
in  Mr.  Emley’s  mem  orandum.  He  died  at  Trenton,  March 
16,  1808. 

Pittstown,  for  many  years  written  Pitts  Town,  was  un- 
doubtedly named  in  honor  of  Sir  William  Pitt,  but  not  on 
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account  of  his  opposition  to  the  Stamp  bill.  That  obnox- 
ious measure  was  introduced  in  Parliament  by  Granville  in 
1765,  one  year  later  than  the  date  of  Mr.  Emley’s  paper. 


II 


How  New  Jersey  Congressmen  were  Paid  in  1774. 

The  following  paper  is  found  among  old  MSS.  in  my 
collection  pertaining  to  the  Revolutionary  times : 


“Trenton  Ang  10  1774 

“Gentlemen 

Whereas  at  a Meeting  of  the  Committees  of  the  several  Countys  at  New 
Brunswick  the  21st  July  it  was  Unanimously  agreed  that  the  sum  of  Three 
Hundred  pounds  should  be  raised  by  subscription  or  otherwise  in  the  most 
equitable  manner  towards  the  expence  of  the  Delegates  then  Chosen  to  Rep- 
resent this  Province  at  the  General  Congress  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  on  or 
about  the  first  of  September,  and  forty  pounds  five  Shillings  being  the  Pro- 
portion of  this  County  agreeable  to  the  mode  of  Tax  in  the  Sinking  Find 
(fund?)  which  being  divided  between  the  Townships  the  Sum  of  £2-  8-3  is 
your  Township  proportion  which  you  will  please  to  Collect  in  such  manner  as 
may  be  most  agreeable,  when  collected  please  to  direct  it  to  be  paid  into  our 
Hands. 

We  are 

Gentlemen 

Yr  Very  hble  Servts 
“To  Messrs  John  Emley  Sam  Tucker 

Jos  Beavers  Isaac  Smith 

Henry  Stull  Abm  Hunt” 

Sam  Everitt 

William  Everitt  and  others  free- 
holders and  Inhabitants 
of  Alexandria” 

On  the  back  of  this  paper  is  written : 

“I  Richard  Stevens  Give pd  £0-7-6 

Henry  Stull  ....  0-7-6 

Joseph  beevers ...  ...  0-3-9 

Henry  Sharp  2-6 

John  Sherrerd 7-6 

Richd  Stevens 7-6 

John  Emley 12-0 

2-8-3 

“Sent  the  Money  to  Tucker  Nov  18,  1774” 
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These  were  leading  men  of  the  township  at  this  period. 
Richard  Stevens,  who  resided  at  the  Cornwall  Mansion, 
near  St.  Thomas’  Church,  was  a Justice  ot  the  Peace  in 
1 777  and  1781,  and  a Deputy  in  the  Provincial  Congress 
in  1775.  He  was  a brother  of  the  Hon.  John  Stevens. 

Henry  Stull  lived  below  Milford,  near  where  is  now 
Case’s  saw-mill.  He  was  a Chosen  Freeholder  1766,  1774, 
1775  and  1784. 

Joseph  Beavers  lived  near  the  old  Hickory  Tavern,  at 
what  was  familiarly  known,  later,  as  the  “Uncle  Tommy 
Kitchen  place,”  now  occupied  by  David  McCrea.  He  was 
a Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  1783,  1788,  1794: 
Judge  of  the  Orphans’  Court  1785;  Justice  of  the  Peace 
1781,  1787,  1792  and  1798,  and  was  a Colonel  in  the  Sec- 
ond Hunterdon  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  Revolution. 

Of  Henry  Sharp  we  know  nothing.  The  name  is  illegi- 
bly written,  and  we  are  not  certain  it  is  correct. 

John  Sherrerd  had  the  ferry,  and  kept  a store  at  what 
is  now  Frenchtown. 

John  Emley  lived  at  White  Hall,  near  Pittstown — now 
occupied  by  George  W.  Bonnell.  He  was  a Chosen  Free- 
holder 1774,  1775  and  1791;  a land-surveyor  and  convey- 
ancer, and  agent  for  the  rent  and  sale  of  lands  of  the 
American  company  that  purchased,  in  1752,  the  West  Jer- 
sey Land  Society’s  Great  Tract  in  fjunterdon  county  ; also, 
for  lands  of  Sir  Robert  Barker’s  tract. 

The  Convention  which  met  in  New  Brunswick,  July  21, 
1774,  consisted  of  seventy-two  members,  selected  from  the 
most  respectable  citizens  of  the  Colony.  They  appointed 
James  Kinsey,  William  Livingston,  John  DeHart,  Stephen 
Crane  and  Richard  Smith  to  represent  them  in  the  General 
Congress  which  assembled  in  Philadelphia  on  the  fourth  of 
September. 
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